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THE PROBLEM:

A nursery has pumpkins on sale. For every two
pumpkins purchased at the regular price, a third
pumpkin can be bought for $1.00. Paula bought

12 pumpkins for $60.00. What was the regular
price for one pumpkin?

(Source: Noetic Learning Math Contest )

To have our printable Problems of the Week and its solution delivered to your inbox every Monday, subscribe to
our newsletter: https://www.noetic-learning.com/pow.jsp. Our Problem of the Week program is completely free!
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THE SOLUTION:

Place 12 pumpkins into groups of 3 as shown below:
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For each group, Paula spent $60 + 4 = $15. In each group, two of the pumpkins
were bought at the regular price and the third was purchased at $1. So the two
pumpkins bought at the regular price cost $15 - $1 = $14 altogether.
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regular price

Therefore, the regular price for each pumpkin is half of $14, which is $7.

THE ANSWER: $7
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